168	THE   FIRST   NIZAM
According to Ahwaltfl-Khwdqin, the clique in Delhi had made
Muhammad Khan Bangash promise before his departure
for Malwa to lead a campaign against Nizamul-Mulk after
subduing the Maratha chiefs. This rumour was prevalent
throughout the Deccan, and the soldiery of Nizamu'1-Mulk
were quite certain, when he ordered them to march towards
the Narbada, that he was going to attack Muhammad Khan
Bangash.1 The Court clique must have been disappointed when
by direct intercourse friendly relations were re-established bet-
ween the two nobles. As devoted servants of the Emperor
they tried to chalk out a common plan of action against the
Maratha invaders.
Raja Jai Singh's appointment to the Subedan of Malwa
gave Baji Rao full opportunity to establish his sway in that
province. Some time previously he had been in secret corres-
pondence with the Raja. He had tried his best to call forth
his religious zeal. Baji Rao is said to have commenced his
first letter to the Raja with the following allegorical verse
of the Purana which could be interpreted in different
ways:
Thou art like the cloud which drinketh the waters of the
sea, and returneth them with thunder to fertilize the earth.
The mountains, in dread of Indra, fly to thee for protection.
Thou art the tree of desires. Thou art the sea whence
springeth the tree of desires; who can tell thy depth? I have
no power to describe the depth of the ocean, but in all thy
actions remember august Muni.2
Even during the Governorship of his predecessors, Raja
Jai Singh had been exerting his most to help the Marathas
to establish themselves in Malwa and procure for them the
title of Chauth and Sardeshmuklti. He is reported to have written
a letter to Nandlal Chaudhury after reaching Ujjain in
which he congratulated him for helping the Marathas during
the Subedari of Muhammad Khan Bangash. The letter runs
thus: "Thousand praises to you that at my word alone you
and the rest of the Sardars protected our religion in Malwa
1 Irvine, op. cit.9 vol. II, p. 251.
3 Malcolm, Central India, vol. I, p. 54.

